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purchasing it they should upon the matter confess it had beer* just, which no man in his heart acknowledged "a A whole day was consumed in a fruitless though good-tempered debate on the message. There was but one ill-natured speech made, and that was by " a private country gentleman, little known," who observed that the supply was to be employed in supporting the Episcopal war, which he thought the Bishops were fittest to do themselves.2 The identity of this speaker has not been disclosed. The next day John Hampden, the most popular man in the House, perhaps the most popular man in England, moved the question, " Whether the House would consent to the proposition made by the King as it was contained in the message? " This motion would undoubtedly have been carried against the King, if put to the question then. But Sergeant Glanvile, the Speaker of the House, who stood upon the floor while the Commons, as Committee of the Whole, were debating the message, delivered an eloquent and pathetic speech, pleading for a grant of the sum demanded by the King. He denounced ship-money and the judgment of the court against Hampden on that tax. But he advised them that he had computed the amount which he would have to pay on his extensive estates under the twelve subsidies, and the amount seemed so small as to disarm opposition. He implored them to comply with the King's desire " for the good of the nation, and to reconcile him to Parliaments forever, which this seasonable testimony of their affections would infallibly do." This appeal seemed to touch his hearers sensibly ; but some who were bent on nothing if not to oppose the royal will demurred to his counsels and demanded the question.3
Then Lord Clarendon, at that time sitting as Mr. Hyde, arose, and desired that the question might not be put. He told Mr. Hampden that it was a captious question, to which only those who were opposing the King would give their votes. He reminded the House that those who desired to
1  Clarendon, vol. i., p. 136.
2  Ibid.i vol. i., p. 136. 2 Ibid.i vol. i., p. 137.